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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE DIVISION ON WOMEN AND CRIME
The American Society of Criminology
October, 1982
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Address..: Center for the Study of Crime,
Delinquency and Correctjons
Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, IL 62901
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This year's meeting in Toronto will be a benchmark for those whose
special interest is women and crime. Just seven years ago (1975), and
also in Toronto, the ASC sponsored its first pane1 of papers on women
and crime. If memory ~erves correctly, Freda Adler chaired that panel
and some seven papers were presented. 1975 was also the year in which
the first two book-length modern treatments of the subject were published-Adler's Sisters in Crime and Simon's Women in Crime.
That first session was very well attended, so much so that a room
change (to accomodate over 150 persons) was required. Still, the tiotion
that there might be enough researchable material on the topic, or that
the study of gender and crime might be central to criminology, was shared
by only a few people.
Now in our eighth year, we have achieved status as a Division in ASC.
The number of papers we will present has increased seven-fold, and there
appears to be no question that what we are learning about the relationship
between gender and crime is of major importance to criminology as a whole.
Perhaps the best testament to what has been so far accomplished is
Parisi's (1982) statement that "Already it is an old refrain. Article
after article begins with the trite comment that traditional research in
criminology and criminal justice has ignored the female offender." What
has been added to that traditional research is a body of literature large
enough that the scholar has a difficult time keeping up with it. This
year's collection of papers will add substantially to that body, and in
turn reflect continued interest in growth. Well past the stage in which
we saw the activities of women as unimportant, we now are systematically
documenting those activities, exploring their meaning, and taking it for
granted that they are important. We return to Toronto with much more than
we could offer in 1975.
CONSTITUTION FOR THE DIVISION
A proposed constitution for the Division has been prepared, and will
be presented to the ASC Executive Board for consideration at their meeting
on November 3, 1982. This will be discussed at our Division meeting.
Thanks go to P.J. Baunach for much hard work in preparing our first draft.
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ACTIVITIES AT THE 1982 MEETINGS
Division Meeting
The meeting time for the Division on Women and Crime is Thursday,
November 4, 1982, from 3:30-5:15 in the Windsor East Room. Please make
time in your schedule to attend this important meeting. At that time
we will discuss our constitution as well as other important matters.
Jointly-Sponsored Cocktail Hour
Women in ASC has sponsored a no-host cocktail party on the first
evening of the convention for a number of years. This year we are proud
to co-sponsor the event with the Division on International Criminology.
The event will provide a cash bar in the Civic Ballroom from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
on Wednesday, November 3, 1982.
Panels and Papers on Women and Crime
This year's meetings wjll feature 11 panels devoted exclusively to
women and crime. A total of 47 papers will be delivered in these sessions.
The majority of the papers will deal with women as offenders. The varied
topics include: four sessions~on the commission of crime by women, three
panels dealing with the treatment of women offenders in the criminal justice system, including a fourth concentrating on criminal codes ftS they
affect women. Two of· the offender panels will deal exclusively with
juvenile women.
Reflecting the widening interest of those studying female crime, the
papers on offenders will include not only longitudinal studies of female
crime, but also "interdisciplinary aspects," subcultures and crime and the
interaction between sex, race and crime. The papers on treatment of females
in the CJS will cover the entire range of the system from criminal codes
to court processing, priso~ treatment, and parole decision-making.
Ten papers on women as victims will be presented, all of which deal with violence. Four papers focus on women as workers in the CJS. Varied
topics include women as correctional administrators, as prison guards, as
sentencing consultants and as jailhouse lawyers.
For the most part, Phyllis Jo Baunach has arranged these sessions so
that they do not overlap. Thus those of us whose major interest is in
female crime will be enabled to attend the majority of the sessions.
The varied topics of papers on women and crime reflect the fact that
we have moved well beyond the early stages of development, and are now
able to flesh out our observations on gender and crime with studies of
specific topic areas, building on a base of information established in the
last decade.
Also be on the lookout for papers which feature the impact of gender
on crime in other sessions. While the Division has worked hard to establish
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eleven separate sessions on women and crime, it has been our belief since
our inception that the long-term goal is the integration of the study of
women into the larger criminological enterprise.

MISCELLANEOUS
If you have any items of business you wish to put on the agenda for
the Division meeting, please contact Nanci Wilson at the above address.
If your mailing address changes, send that information to me also,
as the mailing list is updated here twice a year.

We are still interested in collecting information on who is doing
what kinds of research. Please fill out the attached form.
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